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PUBLIC RELATIONS



Executive Summary
Nevada offers some of the best stargazing experiences 
in the world. Travel Nevada's PR team regularly 
dedicates media outreach and FAM opportunities 
around "dark sky" stories.

In FY24, the Great American Eclipse went through 
Nevada and became a centerpiece of the team’s PR 
efforts. Travel Nevada and its PR agency partners 
brought national media and top-tier influencers to 
amplify Nevada as a place to visit for future celestial 
events -- big and small, day or night.

Over the last two fiscal years, the state has garnered 10 
pieces of media coverage with combined unique 
monthly views (UMVs) of more than 170.7 million. 
Additionally, Travel Nevada has engaged three 
influencers with dark sky or celestial event related 
content, with a total Instagram reach of 154,600.





TravelPulse - 20 Astro-Tourism Experiences Perfect for Fall /
365,938 UVM

Space Tourism Guide - 7 Noteworthy Spots for Stargazing in 
Nevada / unknown UVM

https://www.travelpulse.com/gallery/destinations/20-astro-tourism-experiences-perfect-for-fall?image=20
https://spacetourismguide.com/stargazing-in-nevada/
https://spacetourismguide.com/stargazing-in-nevada/


USA Today - A Night To Remember: Some National Parks 
Shine After Dark / 65,865,848 UVM

AFAR - A “Ring of Fire” Eclipse Is Coming This Fall: Here’s Where 
to See It / 1,217,640 UVM 

   

https://usatodayspecial-va.newsmemory.com/?special=National+Parks&date=20230618
https://usatodayspecial-va.newsmemory.com/?special=National+Parks&date=20230618
https://www.afar.com/magazine/the-national-parks-with-the-best-view-of-octobers-ring-of-fire-eclipse
https://www.afar.com/magazine/the-national-parks-with-the-best-view-of-octobers-ring-of-fire-eclipse


The Travel - Dark Sky Parks & More: 10 Amazing Places To Go 
Stargazing This Fall / 2,779,516 UVM 

Travel + Leisure - This U.S. State Has a Stargazing Route 
That Connects 2 International Dark Sky Parks and Starry 
Small Towns / 11,707,490 UVM 
 

   

https://www.thetravel.com/best-places-for-stargazing-in-the-fall/#natural-bridges-national-monument-utah
https://www.thetravel.com/best-places-for-stargazing-in-the-fall/#natural-bridges-national-monument-utah
https://www.travelandleisure.com/nevada-astronomy-route-park-to-park-in-the-dark-7967665
https://www.travelandleisure.com/nevada-astronomy-route-park-to-park-in-the-dark-7967665
https://www.travelandleisure.com/nevada-astronomy-route-park-to-park-in-the-dark-7967665


Forbes - Special Events to Book Now for 
October's "Ring of Fire" Solar Eclipse in the U.S. / 
69,090,272 UVM 
 

Lonely Planet - Don't fall in: Here's where to view the "ring of fire" 
eclipse in the US / 4,655,355 UVM

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiecartereurope/2023/08/26/special-events-to-book-now-for-octobers-ring-of-fire-solar-eclipse-in-the-us/?sh=2e8369344022
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiecartereurope/2023/08/26/special-events-to-book-now-for-octobers-ring-of-fire-solar-eclipse-in-the-us/?sh=2e8369344022
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/news/where-to-view-ring-of-fire-eclipse
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/news/where-to-view-ring-of-fire-eclipse




AFAR - 10 Best Places to Travel in October / 1,217,640 UVM  Space.com- Fire in the sky: Chasing the annular solar eclipse 2023 on 
the Extraterrestrial Highway / 13,855,861 UVM

 

https://www.afar.com/magazine/10-best-places-to-go-in-october
https://www.space.com/annular-solar-eclipse-2023-nevada-extraterrestrial-highway
https://www.space.com/annular-solar-eclipse-2023-nevada-extraterrestrial-highway


Kristin Addis (@bemytravelmuse)
In June 2023, adventure influencer Kristin 
Addis took the Burner Byway road trip from 
Reno, where she camped under the dark 
skies of the Black Rock Desert. One of her 
deliverables was a YouTube video about her 
experiences. Dark sky itinerary highlights 
included:
- Soldier Meadows
- Massacre Rim



Jeremy Jensen (@jeremyjensenmedia)
In September 2023, astrophotographer 
Jeremy Jensen took a dark sky-themed trip 
through Nevada via The Loneliest Road in 
America to share with his social media 
followers, as well as collect dark 
sky-themed assets for Travel Nevada's use. 
Dark sky itinerary highlights included:
- Great Basin National Park (Astronomy 

Festival)
- Ward Charcoal Ovens State Park
- Ely/Northern Nevada Railroad Star Train



Mike and Anne Howard (@honeytrek)
As part of a FAM that spanned several points of interest across the state in September 2023, "World's 
Longest Honeymooners" Mike and Anne Howard kicked off their Nevada experience in Ely. While in Ely, 
they experienced the Great American Solar Eclipse and shared it with their followers. 





Great American Eclipse media FAM overview
Travel Nevada's PR team coordinated press trips for five Top 100 journalists to view the Great American Eclipse 
in Ely and explore the Great Basin Highway Road Trip. They documented their travels on social media, and 
pending coverage will highlight their experiences. 

Edmund Vallance
AAA Westways

Anne Kim-Dannibale
National Geographic

Tiana Attride
AFAR

Brett Tingley
Space.com

Laura Motta
Lonely Planet



Great American Eclipse Media FAM



PAID MEDIA



TravelNevada.comTravelNevada.com

PAID SEARCH 

Sources: Google Ads & Wordstream
Date Range: 10/21/2021 - 2/20/2024 

Launched Impressions Clicks CTR
(clicks/impression)

Conv Rate
(clicks/conversions)

10/21/21 107,912 25,917 24.02% 19.07%

Landing Page: travelnevada.com/stargazing/stargazing-in-nevada/ 

We launched a Stargazing search campaign in 
October 2022 to bolster awareness of this 
unique experience in Nevada leveraging our 
SEM (Search Engine Marketing) strategy to 
effectively target audiences in market for 
stargazing adventures.

Google Ads Travel Industry Benchmarks
CTR: 10.03%

Conv Rate: 3.87%

https://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2023/05/15/google-ads-benchmarks
https://travelnevada.com/stargazing/stargazing-in-nevada/


TravelNevada.comTravelNevada.com

SXM MEDIA
In addition to PR, Travel Nevada and its paid media agency partnered 
with SXM Media on a Dark Skies themed podcast episode with Neil 
deGrasse Tyson.  The episode aired on “Star Talk” on October 13 and 
delivered more than 150,000 episode downloads and more than 140,000 
views on YouTube.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wpualGQkfE


TravelNevada.comTravelNevada.com

STARGAZING WEBSITE 
TRAFFIC 

Hub page: /stargazing/stargazing-in-nevada/ Listing page: /stargazing/ 

Landing Pages
Sessions 

(post 
launch) 

Sessions 
(pre 

launch)

% 
Growth

Partner 
Referrals

(post 
launch)

Partner 
Referrals 

(pre 
launch)

% 
Growth

/stargazing/st
argazing-in-ne
vada/

28,361 10,949 +159% 1,640 586 +180%

/stargazing/ 651 606 +7% 73 39 +87%

Sources: Google Analytics (UA)  / GA4 
Date Ranges: Pre launch:4/13/2022 - 4/13/2023

Post launch: 4/30/2022 - 4/30/2023

In late April 2022, we unveiled the Dark 
Skies templates on travelnevada.com, 
setting the stage for immersive 
stargazing experiences.



TravelNevada.comTravelNevada.com

STARGAZING TOPIC CLUSTER
In March 2023, we optimized the stunning Stargazing hub 
page, a comprehensive editorial page, as well as four 
Stargazing spoke pages, as part of our strategic SEO 
initiative aimed at maximizing their visibility and impact. 

● Stargazing (12.1K MSV)

● Stargazing in Nevada (50 MSV)

● Northern NV Star Attractions (90 MSV)

● Las Vegas Stargazing (320 MSV)

● Dark Sky Parks (3.6K MSV)

Pillar page
Existing cluster page
Net new cluster page

Dark Sky 
Parks 

(New Cluster) Stargazing 
in Nevada

(Cluster)

Las Vegas 
Stargazing

(Cluster)

Northern NV 
Star 

Attractions
(Cluster)

Stargazing
(Pillar)

https://travelnevada.com/stargazing/stargazing-in-nevada/
https://travelnevada.com/stargazing/
https://travelnevada.com/stargazing/dark-sky-detours-northern-nevadas-star-attractions/
https://travelnevada.com/stargazing/star-attractions-dark-sky-destinations-outside-las-vegas
https://travelnevada.com//stargazing/dark-sky-parks-in-nevada/


TravelNevada.comTravelNevada.com

Sent: 7/27/2023 Sent: 8/22/2022 Sent: 6/15/2021

STARGAZING 
EMAIL 
SNAPSHOT
Over the past two years, we sent 
three dedicated email campaigns 
promoting Stargazing in Nevada. 



TravelNevada.comTravelNevada.com

STARGAZING EMAIL TRAFFIC

Sources: Hubspot & Mailerlite

Email Audience Date 
Sent Email Theme Open Rate 

(Opened/Sent)
Click Rate 

(Clicks/Delivered)

Click-Through
-Rate (CTR)

(Clicks/Delivered & 
Opened)

Stargazing (thematic) NV Subs 7/27/23 😎 Coming Soon to NV: The Ring of Fire Eclipse 🔥 24.95% 5.05% 20.25%

Stargazing (thematic) Non NV 
Subs

7/27/23 😎 Coming Soon to NV: The Ring of Fire Eclipse 🔥
20.08% 1.84% 9.15%

Stargazing (thematic) NV Subs 8/30/22 Dark Skies, Deep Wonder: Your Stargazing Guide. 19.89% 4.25% 21.37%

Stargazing (thematic) Non NV 
Subs

8/30/22 Dark Skies, Deep Wonder: Your Stargazing Guide.
17.10% 2.20% 12.89%

Dark Skies & Stargazing 
(standard template)

NV Subs 6/15/21 Discover the Best Stargazing Spots in the Lower 48 
🌌 32.98% 6.37% 19.31%

Dark Skies & Stargazing 
(standard template)

Non NV 
Subs

6/15/21 Discover the Best Stargazing Spots in the Lower 48 
🌌 30.13% 3.12% 10.38%

Travel Industry Benchmarks
Open rate: 40.31%

CTR: 4.91%
Click rate: 1.98%

https://www.mailerlite.com/blog/compare-your-email-performance-metrics-industry-benchmarks



