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the first blushes of snowfall,
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embrace its seasonal wardrobe and

show off its colors in a whole new light.
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Up Front

Summer events back throughout Nevada

After a quiet 2020, this summer will see
the return of events,

The Reno Chalk Art & Music Festival is back

ver, make sure (0 confirm dates and times,
befoe you

Ensemble Mik Na

Artown, now in its 26th festival season,
erally hosts more than 500 events at more
than 120 venue locations, actoss the northern
Nevada area for the entire month of July. The
mily friendly event hosts a number of head-
liners, along with such series as Discover the
Arts, Monday Night Music Serics, and more
“This year's primary venue has been changed to
accommodto a more spacious and safe event
dueto p'mdrmlf precaons Headliners in.

clude En:
Quartet mu.m, o Ao Ko on Jul
artown.org, 775-322-1538

Wooj on July 11, Kronos

an ever. This year's eventis set for
July 9.1 the wet parking ot of the At
Casino Resort Spa. Over the course of three
days, amateur and professional artists will
transform pavement into masterpieces while
they battle for prizes in categories such as best
use of color, Best use of 3D, and best reproduc-
tion of a master’s work.
atlantiscasino.com/chalk, 775-825-4700

Ruby Mountain Balloon Festival hosts beaui
ful balloons in the skies above Elko July 23-25,
rubymountainballoons.org

‘The Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival is back
d Harbor July 17-Aug. 22 with perfor-
mances of “The Complete Works of William
‘Shakespeare (Abridged)” along with s show
case series events.
laketahoeshakespeare.com, 775-832-1616

Yot AugastNights rctunsto Vigiia Chy oy
0 Aug. 3-7. Parades, show-n-

ines concrt and everything th es this
decades-old event way more than a car show.

hotaugustnights.net, 775-356-1956

Great Basin Astronomy Festivalis set o share
the incredible dark skies the national park is
known for on Sept. 9-11. Even if you don't have.
your own telescope, make your way t eastern
Nevada for this unique event. nps.gov/grba,
7752347331

Groat Basin Astonomy Festnal

The raucous and totally unique International
Camel & Ostrich Races are set (o run Sept.
10-12 in Virginia City. visitvirginiacity.com,
7758477500

e STIL Naonal Chaplonsi Al Races—
he Reno Air Races—takes (0 the sky once
again Sept. 15-19. The only race of its kind, six

different classces of planes will race, with some
at speeds that exceed 500 mph.

airrace.org, 775-972:6663

o s Boautial

Music festivals are back, with Life Is Beautiful
Las Vegas leading the way. Lots of music, tons
of art, and the chillest vibe anywhere is the hall
ark of this event which Is set for Sept, 17-19,

Day, Billie Eilish, and Tame Impala are
this year's headliners. lifeisbeautiful.com

Street Vibrations Motorcycle Festivalis a cel-
ebration of music, metal, and motorcy
fering poker runs, entertainment, ride-in shows,
stuntand bike shows (o more than 50,000

riding and enthusiasts. Set in multiple locations
Around the Reno-Spaks are,th cvent hap-
pens Sept. 23-26.

adshowsreno.com/sv_fall.hp,
7753297469

FROM THIS

T0 THIS

This is where you'll find neon metropolises,
snow-capped mountains, and sagebrush-studded
deserts crisscrossed by hundreds of miles
of highway. Wherever you go in the Silver
State, you're bound to come across the

The American Century Championship re-
tums to South Lake Tahoe July 9-11 for its 32nd
edition with its best-ever field competing for
600,000 and fundraising for charity at Edge-
wood Tahoe Golf Course. Justin Timberlake,
‘Tony Romo, Aaron Rodgers, Patrick Mahomes,
and Charles Barkley headline a field of more
than 80 sports and entertainment stars compet-
ing in the 54-hole championship.
americancenturychampionship.com

unexpected, bizarre, or stunning. Start
your trip to Nevada here as we highlight
what makes this state unique.
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STATE BIRD (1967)—MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD
Sialia curruccides

Nevada's avian representative is well chosen—and not
just because its powder-blue plumage matches our state
g, Prefein (9 et clevaions betveen 5,000-12000 S
eet, the blucbird finds itself at hame in the state’s numer. S
ous mountain ranges. If you're looking for its prime hab- GOLDWELL OPEN AIR MUSEUM a

itat, stay clear of thick forests, and instead - -
ook for meadows with scattered i3

trees and perches
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These wild icons define
the Silver State.
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THE DIFFERENCES

STATE FISH (1981)—
LAHONTAN CUTTHROAT TROUT

The Lahontan etthroat trout is Nevada's ultimate ecological comeback
story. For thousands of years, this fish—native to the waters in and around
Pyramid Lake vital food source for the
IT WAS THIS BlGr Paiute and others living in the Great Basin.
By the late 18005, however, settlers began
Jand  overfishing and removed spawning grounds with
the construction of dams. By 1943, the trout
population was believed to be gone.
In the fate (9705, biologists discovered
a species of trout inhabiting two creeks on Pilat Peak, which straddles the
Utah-Nevada border. DNA testing verified these trout were in fact Lahontan Sl
cutthraats that someone must have brought to the remote mountain, In 2006,
the Lahontan Cutthroat trout was reintroduced into Pyramid Lake, Walker Lake,
and rivers and streams throughout the state.

STATE ANIMAL (1973)—
DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP
Ovis canadensis nelson

15 tough to think of a
better mascot than the
desert bighorn sheep. These
survivalists are perfectly at
home in harsh environments

PICON PUNCH

Northern Nevada
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aurants,” page 20

and thrive in treacherous
terrain. Their willingn

adapt to difficult conditions.
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few predators are willing to Hisv 24
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HISTORY | Pioche

BOOMTOWN

Many of the peddlers carrying their ware to Pioche
were Mormons from Utah. Newly formed Nevada had
financial wealth from gold and silver holdings, but lacked
for almost everything else. Utah had an abundance of
produce, meat products, and a sundry of other items
needed in nearby Pioche, so what could be better?

However, no matter how promising this idyllic finan-
cial position appeared, the Mormon peddlers from Utah
crossed into Nevada en route to Pioche under threat
of being waylaid by brigands. The freighters and coach
drivers were often unaware of thieves concealed among a
clump of trees, until they jumped out with guns in hand.
But those who made it through the gauntlet to Pioche
found success. Pioche had the most ravenous appetite for
goods of all the Nevada mining camps inside the reach of
southern Utah. And as such, it drew purveyors of myriad
supplies from the Utah counties of Beaver, Iron, Millard,
and Washington. It was a daily spectacle of wheeled con-
veyances coming to town: immense freight wagons with
long processions of freight animals were seen unloading
goods at the various stores, and stagecoaches carrying
payrolls lined the main street.

‘The discovery of rich deposits of silver ore in 1864 be-
gan to put a Nevada community on the map. But it wasn’t

26 NEVADAMAGAZINE.COM

until 1870, that it became known as Pioche. It was that
vear that E. L. A. Pioche began mining operations in ear-
nest—for that effort, the community was affixed with his
name. By 1872, more than $5 million in ore was extracted
from the Pioche mines. As with many mining communi-
ties, Pioche’s life span was short lived—by 1886, the boom
ended, leaving Pioche nearly empty, a mere shadow of
itself. By 1950, with the closing of the last mines, Pioche
faded into partial dormancy. The town had began with
a small population of 250 residents, but when the news
of huge silver deposits harkened, Pioche soon swelled to
atleast 6,000 souls. Many undesirables—claim jumpers,
card sharps, and soiled doves—flooded the area. Their
main forte was (o separate miners from their money.
With residents such as these, Pioche earned its reputa-
tion as the “most lawless camp in the old west—rivaling
even Tombstone in Arizona”
Anarticle in the April 6, e e Ty
1870 “Elko Indepen- §
dent” tells the tale -

ofPioche. “Ex_JTHE ELKO INDEPENDENT. |
| sy we |

citement High;

WEDNESDAY
and

RIL

thieves plenty.”

f 250
th more

. ; town property beld enormously | |

high; as far as the ore is concerned it

inary in every respect, the |
being well defined in slate asd por- |

hyry walls, e wodbivg bt minenl betweea |1

Reveille..

Iscarask or Travxi.—Saulsberry & Gilmer, |
the great Western stage wen, who have the |
contruct renewed to them for the nest |
four years from this city to the northern Ter- |
catly increased travel |

couches from this place; and |

he sawe rate it bas |
o puton a

reases at
of late, they will be compelled &
doubleline soen. —Corinae Keporter.
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Pioche also became the perfect place for road agents
who knew when traders’ wagons were empty, their pock-
ets full of proceeds, and they were setting off for home.
‘The criminals were also somehow privy as o when a
stagecoach was heading into town, with treasure boxes
full of gold coin. One of those skulking the route was
Charles A. “Jack” Harris. Harris’ specialty was robbing
Wells Fargo & Company stages. The stagecoaches carried
large payrolls of hard currency with which to pay em-
ployees of the mines and other businesses. Harris had
his repertoire down to a science; he would come out of
the shadows without warning and ambush a stage en
route to Pioche. After ordering the stage to stop, he sent
them on their way unharmed, minus the payroll. It was
all 50 smooth a transfer he rarely needed a gun. Armed
with the highwayj — hallolls oy (-
tion agent was su|

Written on the back of
this photo from 1872
“Pioche, Nevada

just prior 1o the time

the "Million Dollar
Courthouse' was buill.
Note the official hanging
platform at the botiom
just left of center. The.
condemned stood on a
plank balanced between
the vertical supports
and it was then kicked
off the supports.”

'NEVAOA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Pierson and Ames, were accompanied by a man known
as “Pilgrim. It's not known how it came to be that he
joined the two traders but what is known is that, some-
where along the route, he attacked the two. Pilgrim got
the drop on Pierson and Ames and shot them both with
their own guns. One died instantly; the other was mortal-
Iy wounded. The killer then separated the two men from
their valuables, and rustled one of the horses and lit out
for the unknown. There was little chance that he could
be caught.

Along with freight wagons, the stagecoaches provided
rich targets for the highwaymen. A stagecoach traveling
from Pioche to Salt Lake City, on Oct. 24, 1870, was held
up by desperados brandishing weapons. They demand-
ed the stage driver toss down the Wells Fargo strong
box. They then ordered the passengers from the stage,

FROM THIS

they could not cd
with the solution|
payment, paid wi
entat the we“jd When he wasn't working,
payments wou wandering the hill '
each strongbox e et o
the office just b
robberies still c

looking for the next big strike.

There are stories— [ikel;
Wyatt’s stint as a |;
cut back to Piog] when informed he

: self-defense, Wy i
T s 'se, Wyatt said that he would be the judge of

“self-defense”
Unfortunately .
ahumorous ng

amused. Two t

the claim jum, pers fled.

CLEANER,
MORE
APPROACHABLE
DESIGN

(WITH MORE CALLS TO ACTION)

Northern and slowly made their an
prospecting throughout Esmeral
In all, their Nevadan adventure
two years.

he and josephine enjoyed
OWn, prospecting and

ly urban legends—about

_starts. Another tale goes that claim

: ght he was and told hi A
Dusiness. When the fgure eapantc s - i to mind his

In summer 1903, Wy i
., Wyatt and Josephine decided they
Had enough of Tonopah. They sold theiy shase 1o g
y to California,
ida County on their way.
lasted a lttle less than

sathefune
.]Zﬂ!ﬂn LEGENDARY WEVADANS

THE END OF AN ERA
Goldfield—originally called
Grandpa—began as an offshoot of
Tonopah. Perhaps one of Nevada's
most famous boomtowns,
Goldfield would grow inta
Nevada’s largest metropois by
1906 with 30,000 residents—its
sister town 30 miles north w;
hardly reach 5,000,
Virgil Earp and his wife Allie
moved to Goldfield in 1904, Virgil e *
decided he too would start a

ould

I'm Wyatt Earp,”

are i i
in The enough cash in a town where

everything was expensive, He
turned to gambling and soon
found himself down to his fas fev
dollars.

saloon, but found he didn’t have L

To make ends meet,
Virgil returned to faw
enforcement, serving as
deputy sheriff and working
security at a saloon called
The National. These
Positions were honorary,
however: Virgil was in
his early 60s and suffered

chronic pain from his hard-
fighting lifestyle.
1n 1905, Goldfield suffered
a pneumonia outbreak, and
Verge—as the “Tonopah
Sun” called him—died at the
age of 62. His last words to
his wife on October 19 were,
“Light my cigar, and stay
here and hold my hand,”

T0 THIS

Josephine and Wyate
continued wandering the
West, doing what made them
most happy: Pprospecting.
They settled in California, and
toward the end of Wyatt’s life,
set to work memorializing the
lawman’s career,

Two years after Wyart’s
death in 1929 came the best
selling, semi-true biography
“The Life and Legend of Wyatt
Earp.” The nascent American
mavie industry—recognizing
the public’s appetite for Wild
West legends—immartalized

the Earp brothers, and they
would be portrayed on the
silver screen throughout the
20th century.
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